Interview with Anna Żubka, expert of the Ministry of Regional Development responsible for moderation and operation of the Polish Discussion Forum within the Community of Practice on Innovation and Mainstreaming platform
X – You are involved in an innovative and very interesting project funded by the European Commission. Please, tell us something more about the project.
AŻ – Poland is one of the states that participate in the international discussion forum Innovation and Mainstreaming Community of Practice (CoP) that enables its users to share knowledge of tools and methods used to support innovation developed in various EU Member States within the EQUAL Community Initiative. The forum, funded from a European Commission grant, was initiated by the representatives of the Portuguese government. The forum aims at promoting these tools and methods.
X – Can you explain what a “discussion forum” means?
AŻ – The Innovation and Mainstreaming Community of Practice discussion forum is an Internet website (http://innovation.esflive.eu). It enables sharing experience gained in different countries in the field of innovation management and transferring the solutions developed within the EQUAL Community Initiative onto other operational programmes and projects funded by the European Social Fund. Polish institutions involved in the ESF implementation will have an opportunity to join the discussion at both the national and EU levels by networking and information exchange. They will also be able to access expert opinions and other materials about the EQUAL Programme.
X – But the EQUAL Community Initiative is to be discontinued.
AŻ – It is, but we managed to develop many interesting solutions within the Programme and the experience that was gained should not be wasted. Now, the forum discussion will focus mainly on innovation management in the Human Capital Operational Programme. The network will be relatively open. Almost any entity or person involved in the ESF implementation process in Poland will be able to join it. Certainly, we would like mostly to involve the representatives of Intermediate Bodies. We will also appreciate the opinions of monitoring committees, subcommittees, working groups, experts and social partners. The more participants we invite to the project, the more interesting and valuable will be our discussion on the forum. In the future, we would like the forum to become a platform for discussing innovative project management solutions, the selection of topics, National Thematic Networks, the validation and mainstreaming process as well as the coordination of actions. These are the main ideas for now that we are ready to develop and provide with details depending on the needs of the forum participants. I think this will be a more effective tool than meetings as we will be able to continue discussion anytime and when it is needed and necessary.
X – Does that mean that the contact with the forum participants will be possible only through the website?
AŻ – Some 90% of communication will take place via the Internet. The Ministry of Regional Development is also planning to hold a series of meetings and conferences for the forum participants who will be notified of them accordingly.
X – Do you see any limitations for the people who would like to use the forum?
AŻ – The forum was designed as to make it easy to use for an average Internet user. Also the language should not be an obstacle as people who do not speak English will be able to debate in Polish within the Polish group and use a database of translated documents. Anyone who speaks languages other than English will also be able to join the French or Spanish groups, for instance. Moreover, I will be supporting all the Polish forum users. I hope that many people will join the discussion.
